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Shaykh al-Mufid constitutes a pivotal juncture in the history of Twelver Imam1
thought. Over the course of decades devoted to contemplation, inquiry, authorship, the
cultivation of rising generations, and participation in public disputations—in which he
stood as a redoubtable adversary to the leading scholars and theologians of fourth— and
fifth—century AH Baghdad, a city then teeming with illustrious names—he succeeded in
raising the banner of the Imamiyya and securing for it a place alongside the foremost

Islamic schools of law and theology.

Shaykh al-Mufid left behind a substantial scholarly heritage, numbering over two
hundred works ranging from full-length books to extended and concise treatises. Their
subjects are distributed across various domains, including kalam, figh, hadth, history,
and beyond. In the present work, we have undertaken a comprehensive examination of
Shaykh al-Mufid's legacy, both its extant and lost portions, to document it, to glean
from it numerous scholarly and historical benefits that will not escape the attention of
specialists, and to reveal important facets of his thought and life. It is our hope that this

effort will mark a step forward, to be followed by subsequent ones.
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